A flamboyant entrepreneur who boasted he would create 700 port jobs in Dover and mastermind a high-speed fleet to change the face of ferry services has been declared bankrupt.

John Paul Airs, of East Cliff, planned to spend an estimated £300 million on a fleet of revolutionary super-fast ferries, but his scheme has been sunk by a Canterbury County Court judgement. 

Airs' firm Chikara Shipping hoped to use new Bateau Grande Vitesse vessels to carry passengers and cargo between Sheerness and Boulogne as part of a motorway-style European shipping network. 

Chikara has been forced to pull out after failing to stump up the cash for the BGV vessels. 

Industry insiders say the news of the bankruptcy judgement has not come as a shock because many doubted Airs' schemes from the start. 

When the grand BGV plans were revealed at a lavish launch in Bolougne Mr Airs handed over a one million Euro cheque to meet the cost of testing the new ships, but it is not known if the cheque was actually cashed. 

The Express revealed the entrepreneur's financial troubles in September when it emerged that Mr Airs had failed to pay a bill owed to a Canterbury scaffolder for work at his £300,000 Dover home. 

DOOM FOR FERRY PLAN 

A flamboyant entrepreneur who voiced hopes of restoring a ferry service to Folkestone has been declared bankrupt.

John Paul Airs had talks with billionaire former Saga boss Roger De Haan about the scheme and promised to bring 700 jobs to east Kent by also running ships out of Dover. 

Mr Airs was the head of Navmed, based in Folkestone Harbour. After a split between the parties involved in the venture the firm collapsed, with angry staff laid off claiming they had not been paid. 

Mr Airs, of East Cliff, Dover, then announced plans to spend an estimated £300 million on a fleet of revolutionary high-speed ferries, but his scheme has been sunk by the bankruptcy declaration at Canterbury Crown Court. 

Firm Chikara Shipping hoped to use brand new Bateau Grande Vitesse vessels to carry passengers and cargo between Sheerness and Boulogne as part of a motorway-style European shipping network. 

But despite announcing a deal to purchase five of the stainless steel trimarans last year, Chikara has been forced to pull out after failing to stump up the cash to pay for the BGV vessels. 

Industry insiders say the news of the bankruptcy judgement has not come as a shock because many doubted Airs' schemes from the start. 

When the grand BGV plans were revealed at a lavish launch in Boulogne Mr Airs handed over a one million Euro cheque to meet the cost of testing the new ships but it is not known if this was merely a symbolic gesture or if the cheque was cashed. 

Efforts to contact Mr Airs were scuppered when the Herald found his mobile number and Swiss property land line were both out of service. 

Folkestone Harbour has been without a ferry service since 2000 when Sea Containers, the parent company of Hoverspeed, pulled out. Restoring crossings is one of the ideas contained in Mr De Haan's masterplan for the future of the town.
